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Business and political leaders 

Elders is a group of statesmen, including Jimmy Carter, Desmond Tutu, and Mary Robinson, 
who provide advice to politicians. The Carbon War Room is “an attempt to bring business 
leaders together to find profitable ways to reduce fossil-fuel use in the most carbon-intensive 
industries....” And the B Team is a small group, chaired by Sir Richard Branson of Virgin and 

Jochen Zeitz of Puma, to campaign for reforms that will orient capitalism toward the long term and 
social responsibility. Check out the whole Economist article. 
 
Tipping vs Bribery 
Few people see a relationship between tipping and bribing. But in places where people tip heavily, 
bribes are more likely to exchange hands as well.  
New research, described in this article, shows that there's actually a fine line between the socially 
acceptable act of tipping and the immoral act of bribing, according to Magnus Thor Torfason, an 
assistant professor in Harvard Business School's Entrepreneurial Management Unit.  
 
Supply chain, operations 

The Sustainability Consortium has been awarded a $2 million grant from The Walmart 
Foundation to expand into China. The Consortium, an independent global organization, will 
collaborate with existing members, Chinese stakeholders, civil society organizations and 
local research partners to improve the systems and tools for product sustainability 
assessment. 

 
UVic library news 

New Course Materials Service will replace Library Reserves beginning in January, 2013. 
Watch for more details. 
 
 

Health care & energy efficiency 
The U.S. Department of Energy says the nation’s 8,000 hospitals are among the most energy-
intensive commercial buildings with more than 2.5 times the energy intensity and carbon 
dioxide emissions of commercial office buildings. They spend more than $5 billion on energy 
annually 

This organization has coupled energy efficiency with solid business decisions. 
 
Health, environment and real estate 

The Tower Companies uses vedic, also known as vastu, design principles of Natural Law which 
incorporate orientation, placement and proportion, in order to improve occupant health and 
enhance job performance. In 2008, the company officially became carbon neutral – the only 
real estate company in America to make this commitment. 
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